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Prayer Requests 
 

Thanksgiving for U.S. 
citizenship for Michael and 
Julia, for opportunities to 
interact with friends via 

Zoom, for family fun, for a 
wonderful doctor and easier 
access to supplements and 

testing, and for the 
ministries of friends in 

Tanzania.  
 

That none of the returning 
students and teachers were 
carrying COVID-19 and for 
protection for Mwadui town 

and our friends in 
Shinyanga and Mwanza. 

 
For a smooth and 

successful appeal process 
for Cheryl’s permits. Also for 

continued guidance and 
encouragement for Cheryl in 

her ministry. 
 

For the Gbeanquoi family— 
that God will continue to 

guide them in their 
ministries and that God will 
bring forth people to ease 

their financial struggles and 
enable them to continue 

ministry in Tanzania. 
 

That our former house 
helper Dinnah will find new 

full-time work.  
 

For the Lutheran dioceses in 
Shinyanga and Mwanza as 

they continue their  
COVID-19 awareness 

campaigns, provide food for 
families in need, and start 

radio ministries.  

Funke News: Perseverance 
 
We have heard from so many friends that 2020 has been a particularly challenging year 
for a wide variety of reasons. As we enter the second half of the year, we are holding 
Romans 5:2-5 close to our hearts and praying that God may use these challenges to 
produce endurance, character, and hope. 
 
The Newest U.S. Citizens! 
Early in June we submitted the lease agreement, school 
enrollment, and bills necessary to prove residency to U.S. 
Citizenship and Immigration Services. On July 3rd, we 
received the best 4th of July presents ever— Michael and 
Julia’s Certificates of U.S. Citizenship! They are now 
officially Tanzanian Americans. Praise the Lord! Thank you 
to everyone who has prayed for us, encouraged us, and 
donated to the Funke Kids’ Citizenship fund during this long 
journey. We couldn’t have done this without you. :-)  
 
Final Presentation & Zoom Calls 
As we mentioned last month, you can now watch our final 
presentation at www.youtube.com/EricFunkeGLO. This 
presentation is what we would have shared with you all if 
we had been able to visit in person. It includes three 
sections: 1) A twelve-minute video recap of the past seven 
years of ministry, 2) A slide show with more details about 
the past year and a half since we last visited the U.S., 3) A 
song with pictures that can be used as part of a worship 
service. We hope it will be a blessing to you all.  
 
Since we last wrote, we have enjoyed Zoom calls with members of Messiah in Plano, 
Chapel of the Cross in St. Louis, St. Paul in Plano, and St. John’s in Fort Collins. Thank 
you to everyone who joined us for the calls and asked such wonderful questions! You 
have been such an encouragement to us in this time of transition. We are excited to 
connect with more of you in the coming month. If you don’t attend one of our partner 
churches, aren’t available at the time designated for your church, or already 
missed your church’s call, please let us know (LindaDavisFunke@gmail.com) and 
we will send you the link for the open call on Aug. 9 or one of the other calls. 
Please also let us know if you prefer to join the call by phone rather than internet. 
 
July 12— Redeemer in Peoria (2pm) & St. John in Cypress (4pm) 
July 19— Immanuel in Waterloo (2pm) & Zion in Pasadena (4pm) 
July 26— St. Paul in Fort Worth (2pm) & Salem in Blackjack (4pm) 
Aug 2—   Luther Memorial in Chicago (2pm) & Our Redeemer in Greenville (4pm) 
Aug 9—   OPEN CALL 
 

Continued on back page... 

Verse of the Month—  Romans 5:2-5 
 

“Through [Jesus] we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the 
glory of God. More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance 
produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been 

poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.”  

Eric, Linda, Michael & Julia  



Joys This Month 
This month we had the joy of camping with Linda’s immediate family over Father’s Day weekend. Our kids greatly 
enjoyed Vacation Bible School at home with kits and videos from Messiah Lutheran Church in Plano. We also fulfilled 
our promise to our kids that they would get swimming lessons this summer. While group classes aren’t a great option 
right now, we are thankful that Linda was a swim instructor at Cooper’s Swim Academy for five summers and that 
friends are allowing us to use their pool so we can teach Michael and Julia to swim. They are doing wonderfully! Our 
kids also enjoyed their first 4th of July in the U.S. as we were able to see fireworks from our front yard.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Health 
It has been a rough month for our family health-wise. On June 12, Michael started running a high fever so we went into 
quarantine mode until we could make sure it wasn’t COVID-19. Thankfully his fever broke after two days. Then during 
our camping trip, Linda was completely eaten up by chiggers (130+ bites). That week she experienced more pain and 
itchiness than when she had chicken pox as a child. After that, Eric developed a mean poison ivy rash after working in 
the backyard, even though he never had an allergic reaction to poison ivy when he used to work at camp. On top of all 
this, Linda’s doctor continues to try to determine the cause of some of Linda’s longer term symptoms, including running 
a continual low-grade fever (99-99.5F) for the past few months. Our doctor recommended additional parasite testing. It 
is expensive, but will hopefully help us find the cause of some of Linda’s health issues the past few years. We are 
hoping to receive the results in the next few weeks.  
 
News From Tanzania 
As the president of Tanzania has declared that there are no longer cases of COVID-19 in the country, 
Tanzania has begun reopening schools and other sectors in society. Meanwhile, we hear from doctor 
friends there that they are still seeing several deaths from COVID-19 daily. They have asked for 
prayers as they anticipate a large number of new cases with schools now reopening. Likewise, the 
U.S. Embassy continues to caution that “the risk of contracting COVID-19 through community 
transmission remains elevated.” Mwadui Lutheran Secondary School started classes again on 
Monday June 29. Please pray with us that none of the students and teachers who returned to campus 
brought COVID-19 with them. GLO missionary Cheryl Kruckemeyer is currently co-teaching English 
classes, helping youth connect by email with penpals in the U.S., and enjoying time with students on 
the basketball court. Sadly, we found out a few weeks ago that Cheryl’s first work permit application 
was denied. We knew this was a possibility, especially when the government started denying permits for Peace Corps 
volunteers and other missionary friends of ours. However, it is still disappointing. Diocese General Secretary 
Happiness Yorum Gefi traveled to Dodoma on Friday, July 3 to file an appeal. Please pray for a successful and 
smooth appeal process.  
 
GLO missionaries Dixon and Christy Gbeanquoi are continuing to serve their church 
community in Mwanza. Dixon has also begun teaching classes again at the Lutheran Bible 
school. Many of the other missionaries from Europe returned to their home countries, so 
Dixon is now teaching four different classes. We praise God that they received about $3,000 
this past month. That being said, they still need $3,500 to continue their ministry through 
December. They are particularly in need of monthly donors. By the end of August, Eric will 
begin receiving a paycheck. Therefore, if you have been a monthly donor, we ask that you 
consider transferring your monthly donations to the Gbeanquoi family at that time. They are a wonderful family, and 
we would love for them to be able to continue their amazing ministry in Mwanza.  

How To Partner With Us Financially 
 

Make checks out to  
“Global Lutheran Outreach”.  

Write “FUNKE” in the memo line.  
Mail to Global Lutheran Outreach,  

6709 Ficus Drive, Miramar, FL, 33023 
 

Online giving and automatic withdrawal are 
available at our website 

(GlobalLutheranOutreach.com/blog/Funke) 
 

All donations are tax-deductible.  

How To Keep in Touch 
 

Daily Updates and Picture Albums–  
www.facebook.com/AFunkeTimeInTanzania  

(You don’t need to have a Facebook account to see this page) 
 

Email– Linda.Funke@GlobalLutheranOutreach.com & 
Eric.Funke@GlobalLutheranOutreach.com 

 

Stories and Reflections-   
AFunkeTimeInTanzania.blogspot.com 

 

Videos– www.youtube.com/EricFunkeGLO 
 

 


